(I don't like this letter; but for now, you can seethe length, and place it in the
newsletter, and I'll edit it later)

Welcome to the first issue of our first newslettéryou are receiving this issue,
then you are one of our Charter Members. Thankfgoyour support of the
Western Foundation!

For now, we plan to publish 2 newsletters per yaad, as we grow, we may
expand the number of issues. | want this outlsetwe as a reference guide for
you to see the main projects we have initiated. cAfenot summarize everything
here, however, so please be sure to check our tedbsiw.wfvz.org) for
additional details.

| wish you a wonderful holiday season, and a fiutfij and peaceful 2004.

Sincerely,
Linnea S. Hall, Ph.D.,
Director

Open House

On November 18, 2003, we hosted our first large-scale party atftbundation
building in Camarillo. About 130 people attendedjuding Mayor Jon Sharkey
of Port Hueneme, Pam Hawthorne and Hamed Hejrafivdar Corporation, Jan
Osterhaven from the office of Ventura County SujsenvLinda Parks, and many
other members and supporters from the community.

A presentation was made by our Director Dr. Linkiadl, our Board members
Kathy Harrison Killelea and Dr. John Moss, and Gotlections Manager René
Corado. René, in his own, unique style, reallyriesped the audience with his
ability to ask for money without asking for mongyy had to be there!)

We hope to make this Open House event an annlisdadition, so hope to see you
there in 2004!

Guatemala Bird Diversity Project

The Western Foundation has been conducting inviestof eggs, nests, and birds
with emphasis in the tropics since the 1960s. Egearch projects that the WFVZ
conducted in Malaysia, Madagascar, Samoa, Ecu@thie, Mexico, and Costa Rica
contributed to the Foundation’s collections, whathrently are composed of more
than 190,000 sets of bird eggs representing apmiaely 4000 species, over 18,000
nests, and 54,000 study skins.

Historically, Guatemala was poorly representedunawllections. In 2001, we
initiated a long-term research program to docun@rdtemalan birds, nests, and
eggs. Our Collections Manager, René, has beeructing this project with the
cooperation of the Universidad de San Carlos dddbauaa (USAC), and the Museo
Historia Natural de Guatemala.

There are three objectives to our research: (tiptument the biodiversity and
distribution of species in various localities in&emala, especially those areas in
immediate threat of deforestation; (2) to acquifermation on the breeding
phenology and migratory patterns of species in &uata; and (3), to train
Guatemalan biology students and university stafigllwork and preparation
techniques, and to assist them in the conservafitimeir resources.

In the first year we conducted fieldwork in two aggte localities, and were assisted



by USAC students. (For details about our studssitnd pictures, please see our
website www.wifvz.org. In the second year we conducted research éethr
localities. Luckily, the forested area near Guaten@aty that was scheduled to be cut
down in 2002 was still there from the first yeardave were able to continue our
research there. In 2003, we revisited a forested mear Guatemala City and the
locality of El Progreso (please see map below),vaadlso worked at two new field
sites.

From our work in Guatemala we have obtained vakiapecimens from previously
uninvestigated areas, and have acquired additioftaimation on the timing of
breeding and migration. The voucher specimens we ballected have been divided
between the WFVZ and USAC, so that staff at theddudistoria Natural de
Guatemala can build their reference collectionaweeha more complete record of the
species that occur in Guatemala.

René will be conducting some winter fieldwork a #nd of December, 2003, to add
to our knowledge about migrant and resident biaddgly. We also hope to secure a
grant in 2004 to expand our research over the 2igears to begin including long-
term population monitoring (banding and counts$mécies occurring in areas that
are being the most rapidly altered due to foresarohg for agriculture and building.

If you are interested in our work in Guatemalagpkefeel free to call Linnea for

information on how you can support the project adn more about Central
American bird diversity!

Expansion of the Foundation

In August 2003 we purchased 20 new specimen cabamet 130 metal drawers to store the large nunfber o
specimens we’ve acquired and prepared this yedrtaarelieve the overcrowding of our cabinets. fegrate
the cabinets into the collection required the rafmn of almost every cabinet in the collectiongp800!), and
the subsequent shifting of all the specimens andoagers so that they remained in taxonomic ordteiook 4
weeks for Assistant Collections Manager Bridgetu@teVolunteer Gary Collins, Collections ManagenRe
Corado, and Director Linnea Hall to move all thbinats, and it has taken the next several monthBridget
to shift all of the specimens.

Although the new cabinets have alleviated soméettowding of the study skins and eggs, more eabin
(another 20) will be needed soon. If you are irdtee in helping us purchase additional new cahipitase
contact Linnea atlthnea@wfvz.or§h Each cabinet costs approximately $1,300 (withwabrs). If you sponsor
a cabinet, we’ll happily put your name on the ftont

Another expansion project we are embarking on 82422005 is the construction of a multi-purposemdbat
can accommodate about 50 people, and cdredtedduring the winter! We plan to convert our primary
storage area into a room that can serve as a@tesgo teach Ornithology and specimen preparaiomses;
host the Conejo Valley Audubon Society (which meetsithly at our facility) in style; provide acconaimns
for students from local schools to conduct handgrojects when they visit the Foundation for toansg allow
guest speakers to have a comfortable room in whiglontificate!

2004 will be the year to raise the funds to cortstifue multi-purpose room. If you would like tontobute to
our fund-raising campaign for this project, pleasstact us at the Foundation right away!

Education Outreach

We are currently in the process of launching ourd8in the Classroom” project, designed to prov&ieching
materials, for free, to middle school and high sdlszience teachers in Oxnard to use in theirsifiences
classes. We are targeting these “teaching kitsti$e in schools in Oxnard because these schoeéslame
Latino and other ethnic student populations. Redgtfew Latinos, African-Americans, and Filipinpsirsue
higher degrees in the natural and life scienceélsdrinited States, and we believe that materialsesgding



aspects of these sciences could encourage suanstud both continue their education and purswvarazed
training.

The teaching kits will contain eggs, nests, andysskins of local bird species from our collectipasd lesson
plans that instruct teachers in ways to presesetheaterials so that they not only are creativeesmalyable,
but also will dovetail with California’s Science @tent Standards to teach about basic bird biology,
biodiversity, and ecology. We also will provideehature that discusses the professional fieldmtiology,
including career options, local college and uniigrgrograms in ornithology, and sources for more
information.

Each teaching kit costs us about $165 to create.wdht to produce 20, to loan, for free, to teachdiryou
would like to support this project, please let new soon, because we want to get this project uvader

Our Needs

Have some extra money lying around that you damivk what to do with? We have an idea — sendutstb
Seriously, we have the following needs this conyiegr, and would love to have your assistance. angunt
helps us with our mission t@btain, protect, and manage ornithological collectionsin a manner that ensures
their continued survival and accessibility to the international research community, educators, and students.”

We currently need: a copy machine ($4,000); 20enspecimen cabinets ($1,300 each); archival baxes f
field notes ($1,400); a laptop computer and a agskbmputer for library database searches ($2 @a0) .t

To contact us:

Business hours: 9 am to 5 pm, Monday through rida

Phone: 805/388-9944

Fax: 805/388-8663

Address: 439 Calle San Pablo, Camarillo, CA 93012

e-mail: wivz@wivz.org linnea@wfvz.orgjon@wfvz.org sonia@wfvz.orgrene@wivz.organd
bridget@wfvz.org

website: www.wifvz.org

How do you want to receive this NewsletterBy e-mail or snail mail?

If you gave us your e-mail address when you joithedWFVZ as a member, then you are receiving trgs f
Newsletter by e-mail. If you would prefer to geby snail mail, please let us know. And vice eerd you
receive this by snail mail and would like to geteit electronically instead (saves paper and mpmegase let
us know as soon as you can. Thanks!



