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Western Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology, 

439 Calle San Pablo 

Camarillo, CA 93012 

Phone:  805/388-9944; Fax:  805/388-8663 

e-mail:  wfvz@wfvz.org; linnea@wfvz.org; rene@wfvz.org 

 

Update from the E.D. 
Hi! 
Welcome to this next issue of the WFVZ Newsletter.  
In this edit ion you’ll see updates about our Guatemala 
project, meeting room construction, library 
reorganization, and native plant garden.  We’ve been 
doing a lot to try to make a difference in the world of 
conservation, and we’re excited to share our progress
with you. 
 
As many of you know, we hold our annual Open House 
event in the fall.  This year, it  will be held on Saturday, 
Oct. 1st, from 3 to 5 pm.  The nature of the event has 
been changing over the past 2 years, and so this t ime, 
we want it  to be much more of a party -- with food, 
music, and educational displays -- and a limit on 
talking and fundraising.  I really want it  to be a fun 
t ime for ornithologically-oriented people to visit  with 
each other and continue their learning about the 
world’s birds.  We’ll  also have our native plant garden 
underway, so I hope you’ll have a chance to visit ! 
 
Again, remember that we put a lot of information about 
the WFVZ on our website (www.wfvz.org) so please 
visit the site for updates.  Also, feel free to call 
(805/388-9944) or email us (wfvz@wfvz.org) with any 
questions you might have about membership or 
anything having to do with birds.  If we don’t know the 
answers, we’ll try to find someone for you who does!  
Dr. Linnea S. Hall, Executive Director 

 
2005 Dates 
August 23rd-27th:  American Ornithologists’ Union 
Annual Meeting, to be held at U.C. Santa Barbara.  A 
tour of the WFVZ for AOU registrants will be offered 
on Thursday, Aug 25th, and researchers are welcome to 
study specimens all week.  Please call by August 12th to 
schedule appointment t imes. 
 
October 8th:  Open House Party for members and their 
families.  Invitations will be mailed in early September.
 

Membership Information  
Membership renewal letters will start being sent out in 
August to those people who joined (or rejoined) as 
members in summer/fall 2004.  Unlike other 
organizations that have a fixed membership drive 
period, the WFVZ will only send you a renewal 
reminder when you have 3 months remaining on your 
membership…  You won’t receive addit ional reminders 
during the year trying to get you to add extra t ime to 
your membership.  We here at the WFVZ dislike 
receiving mult iple renewal cards during a year, so we 
thought you’d appreciate this too!                                                               
 

 

 
Brewer’s Sparrow (Spizella breweri) nest.  Photo taken by R.                                                                   
Corado for Birds of North America Online project with Cornell Lab 
of ornithology (www.birds.cornell.edu/birdsofna). 
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René Corado (Collections Manager of the WFVZ) and Linnea Hall (E.D.) conducted fieldwork in Guatemala in May 
and June 2005.  This season, they visited Guatemala for 4 reasons:  (1) to further inventory the nests and eggs of 
Guatemalan bird species to document the distribution, t iming, and duration of their breeding efforts; (2) to establish 
point count transects and banding stations along the Rio Motagua in central Guatemala, and to sign a  
6-year agreement with Fundacion Defensores de la Naturaleza to continue this work; (3) to begin collecting 
preliminary banding data to work out the protocols for training addit ional  biologists in December/January 2005/2006; 
and (4) to teach study skin preparation and other museum techniques to students at 2 universit ies in Guatemala City. 
 
Rio Motagua, from its banks near the village of El Chical, René         René teaching Guatemalan students the art of study                                                                                                                        
Corado’s birthplace in Guatemala.               skin preparation, Universidad de San Carlos, Guatemala  
                  City, June 2005. 
        
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They were able to achieve all of the goals for the field season, despite having only 4 weeks to accomplish everything.  
For example, 12 species were confirmed nesting in several different regions of Guatemala.  Point count transects were 
established in thorn scrub and riparian vegetation in the Rio Motagua valley, and at higher elevation in pine-oak 
woodlands in the watershed.  Banding occurred in one low-elevation riparian site along the river, and at one high-
elevation site in pine-oak vegetation.  Birds banded included Rufous-capped Warbler (Basileuterus rufifrons) and Fan-
tailed Warbler (Euthlypis lachrymosa), Turquoise-browed Motmot (Eumomota superciliosa) and Russet-crowned 
Motmot (Momotus mexicanus), Altamira Oriole (Icterus gularis) and Streak-backed Oriole (I. pustulatus), and 
Ferruginous Pygmy Owl (Glaucidium guatemalensis).  Other species observed included Elegant Trogon (Trogon 
elegans), Grayish Saltator (Saltator coerulescens), Grace’s Warbler (Dendroica graciae), Ruddy Ground Dove 
(Columbina talpacoti), White-lored Gnatcatcher (Polioptila albiloris), and White-eared Hummingbird (Hylocharis 
leucotis).  Pretty cool! 
 
In addit ion to the above work, René and Linnea also continued to learn about other issues in Guatemala, and tried to 
figure out ways to help.  For instance, pollut ion of the Rio Motagua has led to an incredible amount of trash piled up 
along its banks, severe fish declines, and human health problems.  The sick river exacerbates problems for the poor 
residents of the region, including Mayan natives, who are not well supported by government programs or NGOs.  As 
the WFVZ continues to work in the region, our staff hopes to be able to make a difference in the area not just for birds, 
but also for people, who need a lot of help satisfying basic needs such as sufficient food, clean water, and access to 
education resources. 
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LIBRARY REORGANIZATION 
 
The library of the WFVZ includes approximately 
8,000 books on birds and natural history; 400 serial 
publications (some of them going back to the late 
1800s, with 6 issues per year!); hundreds of technical 
reports from agencies such as the California 
Department of Fish and Game and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service; field notes, collecting logs, banding 
records, and unpublished manuscripts from more than 
130 ornithologists; hundreds of topographic maps, 
primarily of the western United States; and more than 
10,000 reprints of journal art icles and manuscripts 
from the private collections of researchers and natural 
historians.  We have made a start at computerizing 
some of these materials over the years, but at the 
beginning of 2005, we hadn’t made a very big dent.   
 
However, in May 2005 we obtained new computer 
software to help us catalog all of these materials.  This 
software is extremely flexible, allowing us to 
efficiently computerize everything, and making it  
possible to eventually make the whole database 

searchable via the Internet by researchers around the 
world.   
 
As you might imagine, it  is a very large project to 
computerize all of the WFVZ’s library holdings, and, it 
is occurring at the same time that we are trying to 
finish the computerization of the egg and nest 
collections.  So, at this t ime, we want to sincerely 
thank the volunteers and associates who have been 
assist ing us with this endeavor – without your help, we 
would not be able to complete this project, nor would 
we have ever been able to get it  off the ground!   
 
Thanks to:  Gary Collins, Don Cunningham, Peggy 
Ellis, Nan Fenn-Rairdon, Anthony Hamilton, Jean 
Hulberg, Chrystal Klabunde, Karl Letsch , Terri 
Preston, Linda Reynolds, and Peg Stevens.   
 
(And of course, a big thanks to ALL of our volunteers, 
because we definitely couldn’t do it  without them!!) 

 
By the way, if you are interested in adding ornithological titles to your personal library, please check the 
Publications Page on the WFVZ website for our list of DUPLICATE BIRD BOOKS for sale 
(http://www.wfvz.org/comps/dup_bird.pdf).  Please note that we can now accept credit card payments for these 
books and for other WFVZ publications through the PayPal link on the website.   

 

 
 

Meeting Room Construction 
 

In July 2005 Linnea Hall submitted a large grant proposal to the National Science Foundation for the enhancement of 
the bird collections of the WFVZ.  In this grant, Linnea asked for funding for 53 cabinets to hold a large number of 
incoming specimens, including about 1,200 Canada Goose study skins, hundreds of eggshell fragments from species 
affected by DDT/DDE along the California coast, and hundreds of other birds killed by cars, cats, and window 
collisions.  Whether or not funding is granted by this agency, the specimens will be arriving, and so the cabinets must 
be purchased.  As a result, the cabinets will have to go into the space that has, up ‘t il now, been used for meetings of 
the Conejo Valley Audubon Society (CVAS) and for our Open House and other events.  So, as you can see, the space 
will soon no longer be available! 
 
So, now it is really important that the WFVZ begins some SERIOUS fundraising for the construction of the meeting 
room.  Once built , the room will be available for use by CVAS and other conservation-related organizations.  We will 
also use it  to teach college-level Ornithology and Oology courses that are not available at local universit ies, and to 
offer seminars on important ornithological (and other science) topics for the public.   
 
If you are one of the people who will benefit  from using this room, PLEASE consider making a donation to the 
“Meeting Room Fund”.  All donations are welcome -- thanks! 
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Growing the Hiatt Native Plant Garden 
 
Named for Glenn Hiatt, past-President of the Western 
Foundation, the WFVZ’s native plant garden was 
started in spring 2005.  Landscape plans were  
drawn-up for the WFVZ at a discounted price by Van 
Atta and Associates in Santa Barbara, and plants were 
donated by Native Sons Wholesale Nursery in Arroyo 
Grande, the Santa Monica Mountains National 
Recreation Area, the Soka University Botancial 
Research Center and Nursery in Calabassas, and Chris 
Bumbar (a volunteer).  Species planted include 
Ceanothus sp. (mountain mahogany), Salvia 
leucophylla and S. mellifera (purple and black sage), 
Epilobium californicum (California fuschia), Ribes 
sanquineum (red flowering currant), Quercus agrifolia 
(coast live oak), Umbellularia californica (California 
bay laurel), Sambucus mexicana (elderberry), 
Hemizonia minthronii (Santa Susana tarweed), 
Malacothamnus fasiculatus (chaparral mallow), 
Mimulus sp. (monkey flower), and Plantanus 
racemosa (sycamore). 

 
Most of our old, commercial (i.e., exotic) landscaping 
was removed in 2 days by Willie’s Landscaping of 
Oxnard.  A generous donation to help cover much of 
the costs of this removal was made by Kathy Harrison 
Killelea.  Then, our own René Corado, Bridget Greuel, 
and Linnea Hall planted all of the donated plants in 
April and early May.  Boatloads of wonderfully clean, 
organic mulch were donated by Eco-Logics, Inc., of 
Oxnard.   
 
More plants are needed (especially deer grass, 
clematis, snowberry, and chaparral mallow), and we 
hope to receive and plant them before the October 
Open House.  If you want to help us finish the garden, 
please let us know! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
         
        Oak tree transplanting and planting. 
 
          
Initial plant removal and rock moving.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
California fuschia now blooming in organic mulch at the WFVZ.                New elderberry, Ceanothus, and oak trees. 
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AFTER 


