Update rom the LD. 2005 Dates

Hi! , , Auqust 23rd-27th: American Ornithologists’ Unic
Welcome to thisiext issue of the WFVZ Newslett Annual Meeting, to be held at U.C. Santa Barbaka
In this edition you'll see updates about @watemal | oy of the WFVZ for AOU registrants will be offed
project, meeting room construction, library on Thursday, Aug 2% and researchers anelcomet

reorganization, and native plant gardaie’ve bee: study specimens all week. Please call by Augutcl2
doing a lotto try to make a difference in the worli schedule appointment times.

conservation, and we're excited to share our prsyfe

with you October 8th: Open House Party for memtansithe

families. Invitations will be mailed in early Segotber.
As many of you know, we hold our annual Open't y

event in the fall. This year, it will be hetch Saturds M b hip Inf fi
Oct. 1st, from 3 to 5 pm. The nature of #weent hi embership Information

beenchanging over the past 2 years, and so this tineM&mbership renewal le¢ts will start being sent out
we want it to be much more of a par- with food, August to those people who joined (or rejoined) as

music, and educational displays -- and a limit on mempers_ln summer/fall 20.04' Unlike O”“?r .
talking and fundraising. | really want it to béum organizations that have a fixed membership drive
time for ornithologicallyeriented people to visit w perlpd(j, thijFVZ W'rlll onlyssend %}OU a r_enewal
each other and continue their learning about the remincer wnen you have 3 montharaining on yol

world's birds. We'll also have our native plant gai me.mbership... Yo_u won’t receive additional remir
underway, so | hopyou'll have a chance to visit! during the year trying to get you to add extra tiroe
your membership. We here at the WFVZ dislike

Again, remember that we put a lot of information ¢ receiving mlfltiple ren_evval C"?“ds during a yearyso
the WFVZ on our websiteMmv.wivz.org so please thought you'd appreciate this too!

visit the site for updates. Also, feel free tol cal
(805/388-9944) or email ugvvz@wifvz.org with an
guestions you might have about membership or
anythinghaving to do with birds. If we don’t know
answers, we'll try to find someone for you who dogs

Dr. Linnea S. Hall, Executive Director

Western Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology,
439 Calle San Pablo

Camarillo, CA 93012
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René Corado (Collections Manager of the WFVZ) amthea Hall (E.D.) conducted fieldwork in Guatemialdlay
and June 2005. This season, they visited Guatefoakreasons: (1) to further inventory the nestd eggs of
Guatemalan bird species to document the distribytioming, and duration of their breeding effort®) to establish
point count transects and banding stations aloedRib Motagua in central Guatemala, and to sign a

6-year agreement with Fundacion Defensores de tarbll@za to continue this work; (3) to begin cadlieg
preliminary banding data to work out the protodolstraining additional biologists in Decemben/dg 2005/2006;
and (4) to teach study skin preparation and oth&seum techniques to students at 2 universitiesiateBala City.

Rio Motagua, fromits banks near the village ofHiical, René René teaching Guatemalan students the art ofstudy
Corado’s birthplace in Guatemala. nsiireparation, Universidad de San Carlos, Guatemala
- City, June 2005.

They were able to achieve all of the goals for fielel season, despite having only 4 weeks to acégregerything.
For example, 12 species were confirmed nestingweral different regions of Guatemala. Point ctvensectswere
established in thorn scrub and riparian vegetaiiotrhe Rio Motagua valley, and at higher elevatiompine-oak
woodlands in the watershed. Banding occurred ia lom-elevation riparian site along the river, atdne high-
elevation site in pine-oak vegetation. Birds bahideluded Rufous-capped Warbl@gsileuterus rufifronsand Fan-
tailed Warbler Euthlypis lachrymosg T urquoise-browed MotmotEumomota superciliogaand Russet-crowned
Motmot (Momotus mexicanysAltamira Oriole (cterus gulari3 and Streak-backed Oriolé pustulatu¥, and
Ferruginous Pygmy OwiGlaucidium guatemalengis Other species observed included Elegant Trgdoomgon
elegan}, Grayish SaltatorSaltator coerulescepsGrace’s Warbler@endroica graciag Ruddy Ground Dove
(Columbina talpaco}i White-lored GnatcatchePplioptila albiloris), and White-eared Hummingbirélylocharis
leucotig. Pretty cool!

In addition to the above work, René and Linnea atsotinued to learn about other issues in Guatenaaldtriedto
figure out ways to help. For instance, pollutiditioe Rio Motagua has led to an incredible amountrash piled up
along its banks, severe fish declines, and humaittih@roblems. The sick river exacerbates probleanshe poor
residents of the region, including Mayan nativelspware not well supported by government progran¥@is. As
the WFVZ continues to work in the region, our stladfpes to be able to make a difference in theatdast for birds,

but also for people, who need a lot of help satigfybasic needs such as sufficient food, clean nvated access to
education resources.
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LIBRARY REORGANIZATION

The library of the WFVZ includes approximately searchable via the Internet by researchers ardund t
8,000 books on birds and natural history; 400 beria world.
publications (some of them going back to the late

1800s, with 6 issues per year!); hundreds of texdlni As you might imagine, it is a very large project to
reports from agencies such as the California computerize all of the WFVZ’s library holdings, ahd
Department of Fish and Game and the U.S. Fish and is occurring at the same time that we are trying to
Wildlife Service; field notes, collecting logs, lsing finish the computerization of the egg and nest
records, and unpublished manuscripts from more than collections. So, at this time, we want to sincgrel
130 ornithologists; hundreds of topographic maps, thank the volunteers and associates who have been
primarily of the western United States; and moaath assisting us with this endeavor — without your hedp
10,000 reprints of journal articles and manuscripts would not be able to complete this project, nor idou
from the private collections of researchers andadat we have ever been able to get it off the ground!
historians. We have made a start at computerizing
some of these materials over the years, but at the Thanks to: Gary Collins, Don Cunningham, Peggy
beginning of 2005, we hadn’'t made a very big dent. Ellis, Nan Fenn-Rairdon, Anthony Hamilton, Jean
Hulberg, Chrystal Klabunde, Karl Letsch , Terri
However, in May 2005 we obtained new computer Preston, Linda Reynolds, and Peg Stevens.
software to help us catalog all of these materits
software is extremely flexible, allowing us to (And of course, a big thanks to ALL of our voluntee
efficiently computerize everything, and making it because we definitely couldn’t do it without thejn!!

possible to eventually make the whole database
By the way, if you are interested in adding ornitlegical titles to your personal library, please atiethe
Publications Page on the WFVZ website for our st DUPLICATE BIRD BOOKSfor sale

(http:/mvww.wivz.org/comps/dup _bird.pdf Please note that we can now accept credit caayments for these
books and for other WFVZ publications through theayPal link on the website.

Meeting Room Construction

In July 2005 Linnea Hall submitted a large grandgosal to théNational Science Foundatidor the enhancement of
the bird collections of the WFVZ. In this grantinbea asked for funding for 53 cabinets to holdrgé¢ number of
incoming specimens, including about 1,200 Canadas&atudy skins, hundreds of eggshell fragments fspecies
affected by DDT/DDE along the California coast, dnthdreds of other birds killed by cars, cats, amdiow
collisions. Whether or not funding is granted hystagency, the specimens will be arriving, antrsocabinets must
be purchased. As a result, the cabinets will tavgo into the space that has, up ‘til now, beegdder meetings of
the Conejo Valley Audubon Society (CVAS) and for @pen House and other events. So, as you cathsepace
will soon no longer be available!

So, now it is really important that the WFVZ begstane SERIOUS fundraising for the construction fefrheeting
room. Once built, the room will be available fmewy CVAS and other conservation-related orgaioast\We wil

also use it to teach college-level Ornithology &ulogy courses that are not available at local ersities, andto
offer seminars on important ornithological (and@tlscience) topics for the public.

If you are one of the people who will benefit frarsing this room, PLEASE consider making a donatommhe
“Meeting Room Fund”. All donations are welcomehanks!



Growing the Hiatt Native Plant Garden

Named for Glenn Hiatt, past-President of the Wester
Foundation, the WFVZ’s native plant garden was
started in spring 2005. Landscape plans were
drawn-up for the WFVZ at a discounted price by Van
Atta and Associates in Santa Barbara, and plantes we
donated by Native Sons Wholesale Nursery in Arroyo
Grande, the Santa Monica Mountains National
Recreation Area, the Soka University Botancial
Research Center and Nursery in Calabassas, ansl Chri
Bumbar (a volunteer). Species planted include
Ceanothusp. (mountain mahogany$alvia
leucophyllaandS. mellifera(purple and black sage),
Epilobium californicum(California fuschia)Ribes
sanquineunred flowering currant)Quercus agtifolia
(coast live oak)Umbellularia californica(California
bay laurel),Sambucus mexican@lderberry),
Hemizonia minthroni{Santa Susana tarweed),
Malacothamnus fasiculatuyshaparral mallow),
Mimulussp. (monkey flower), anBlantanus
racemosgsycamore)

Initial plant removal and rock moving

California fuschia now blooming in organic mulchtae WFVZ.

Most of our old, commercial (i.e., exotic) landsogp
was removed in 2 days by Willie's Landscaping of
Oxnard. A generous donation to help cover much of
the costs of this removal was made by Kathy Harriso
Killelea. Then, our own René Corado, Bridget Greue
and Linnea Hall planted all of the donated plants i
April and early May. Boatloads of wonderfully afea
organic mulch were donated by Eco-Logics, Inc., of
Oxnard.

More plants are needed (especially deer grass,
clematis, snowberry, and chaparral mallow), and we
hope to receive and plant them before the October
Open House. If you want to help us finish the gard
please let us know!
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Oak tree transplanting and planting.
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New elderber@eanothusand oak trees.




