Update from the Executive Director

Hello again, and happy 2006! T his year marks ofdyiear
Anniversary ofthe WFVZ. Ed N. Harrison and selvera
colleagues established the WFVZ in 1956. Sooniie
founding, the WFVZ began to acquire egg and
collections from other institutions that were deastoning
their materials, and from dectors who wanted to make s
that their materials were going to be protected tivee. A
a result, the Foundation now has one of the largest
collections of bird eggs in the world, and probathig large
collection of nests as well. In addition, over gast 50
years the WFVZ has contributed data to more thag®!
research projects, establishing itself as an inapomesourc
for national and international studies on bi

The staff of the WFVZ are committed to keeping Ed
Harrison’s dream for the WFVZ alive: to have the
Foundation be a great place where the public causkue
ornithological materials, and where researchersacquire
data that are vital to the conservation of the @srbird
species. With the support of our members (ntloae 140 i
2005!), volunteers, and associates, we are accshipgj oul
goal! Thank you for your continued support!

*%%

| hope that you will have a chance to visit thdemlons of
the WFVZon one of our monthly Public Tours (see
announcemerntthis page). If you would like to arrange a !
for 10 people or more, please call us at least Athsoin
advance to make arrangements.

Remember, our website addressvisw.wivz.org our phoni
number is 805/3¢-9944, and our fax is 805/3&%H63. For
list of all the services we provide to researchenscluding
egg measurements, journal article photocopies capies o
the records of thCalifornia Bird Records Committeg)eas:
seewww. wivz.org/html/info_share prog.html

Best wishes,
Linnea Hall, Ph.D.

Important Dates

17 March: Oology and Nidology class.

This class is intended for beginners, intermediate, expert
birders, field researchers, biology students, aher
professionals in the biological scienc Enrollment closes 1
March; class limited to 24. Contact the WFVZ formaafo.

First Monday of each month The Conejo Valley
Audubon Societyholds its meetings regularly on the first
Monday of the month, September through May, froB07:
pm to 9:00 prr Meetings are held at the WFVZ.

Last Friday of each month: Public Tours:Tours of the

WFVZ for the general public are currently schedutedhe

last Friday of thenonth, at 3:00 pm. The staff of the WF
conducts tours of its large collection of bird eggests, and
mounted specime. Please call at least 1 day in advance to
get on the waiting list. Our suggested donatiortdors is $
per perso. This donation helps us buy materials to preserve
our collections.

Dr. Hall (far right) also conducts public tours.




| hope everybody is having a superb 2006!

There has been a lot of activity lately at the WEFVZ
Here are some updates: In January we hired aidifgrar
she (Elaine) and volunteers Peggy Ellis, Linda
Reynolds and Peg Stevens are working hard to
reorganize and computerize our great collection of
books and journals. Literally, they are moving the
whole collection of journals to make sure that tey
better ordered.

A j
The library on the move.

We recently acquired thousands of pages of fidkebno
and banding records of the late Dr. Elliott McClure
and with all of these materials we are creating the
“Elliott McClure Library”. His long time sweetheart
and number one fan, Nobuko McClure, graciously
donated funds to allow us to buy acid free archival
boxes to preserve these notes for ornithologisteto
THANK YOU, NOBUKO, FOR YOUR HELP!

We are reaching the world! In the year 2005 alone,
we received 106 requests for data -- 35 requests fr
16 different countries and the rest from the UBxF
the date of the last Newsletter (Summer 2005) ® th
present, we have received data requests from d@suntr

including: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Ecuador, El
Salvador, England, Germany, Guatemala, Mexico,
Russia, Spain, and Zambia. Our collections are so
unique and important to conservation that our
international outreach is really increasing.

Speaking of international connections, the Curator
the egg collection of the British Museum of Natural
History, in Tring, UK, is planning to visit the W&V
in Summer 2006 to discuss egg curation techniques
and inventorying procedures. Also, we will disctlss
possibility of the British Museum and the WFVZ (the
two largest egg collections in the world), coopearat
together on various projects for the benefit of the
ornithological community. Isn’t it cool to have the
curator of birds of one of the largest egg colleasin
the world come to the WFVZ to discuss partnership
opportunities?!

We also are very happy to be part of the greaegroj
“BNA On-line” from Cornell Lab of Ornithology.

| continue taking pictures of eggs and nests oftNor
American bird species from our collections for this
project. At the present | have supplied 550 piciure
(roughly 275 species). | still have more than 400
species to go...

BNA On-line has received thige st New Product
Award from theCharleston Advisor: Fifth Annual
Reader's Choice Award§his landmark series is
clearly the definitive reference for basic biologlic
information on North American birds, and as such,
will have a wide audience from lay birders to
professional ecologist§American Reference Books
Annual.)

Linnea and | are very excited that on 17 Marchilxe w
teach our first Oology and Nidology class herehie t
facilities of the WFVZ. This class is intended for
beginning, intermediate, and expert birders, field
researchers, biology students, and other profealson
in the biological sciences. This is a rare oppoityun
because currently, no Oology or Nidology classes ar
offered on a university level in the state of Galifia
(and most likely in all of the U.S.). The sessioti w
focus on the basics of egg formation, nest buildimg
egg laying, and the identification of eggs and adst
families and species. It’s going to be a lot of!fun




House WrenTroglodytes aedgreggs. Photo by R. Corado
for BNA Online.

Sometimes specimens are in such bad shape that they

cannot be salvaged for study skins, but often fgsw
are in good shape and can be saved. For that r@ason
2004 we created the wing collection. The wing
collection is a good tool for scientific illustrato(e.g.,
field guide artists) because the wings are openaaad
easier to draw compared with study skins that thave
wings closed. Today the wing collection has 203 set
of wings. Both the wing and study skin collectiais
the WFVZ are computerized.

Barn Owl (Tyto albg wings, from our wing collection.

Here are other tasks our collection volunteers are
working on: Eddie Corado (my son!) continues
preparing study skins and accompanying me during
our winter fieldwork for the Guatemala project.
Chrystal Klubunde keeps on skinning and helping

inventory our publications, and labeling our live
mounts. She’s also recently become a Board member.
Nobuko McClure and Gary Collins are sorting and
putting Elliott’s notes in boxes. Nan Fenn-Rairdsn
entering books into our computerized catalog. Dixie
Anderson, Bill Anderson, Bill Langford, and Linda
Reynolds are updating information from our stuily sk
labels in the computer database. Chris Bumbartkecen
checked through every nest in the collection to see
which ones have catalogue numbers. | will soontstar
matching the un-catalogued nests with the eggisets
our collection. Peg Stevens has almost finished
entering our reprint collection (more than 10,000
reprints!) into a computer database. Bill Langford,
Bridget Greuel (my assistant), and | continue to
computerize the egg and nest collections, andte da
we have enteredl2,000 egg sets. As of March 2006
the database will be searchable via the Internet by
researchers around the world. To access the
information visitww.ornisnet.org

Bridget is also slowly but surely matching each ssig
(of 190,000!") with its respective card. This praces
assures us that we have each egg set that we taim
have and not only the egg card. This process ig-tim
consuming but it is worth it from a quality-control
standpoint, so that we can continue saying that we
have one of the largest egg collections in thelaod
the best curated! Also, | am matching (identifyihg)
remaining eggs of various collections, and Bridget
cataloguing and integrating them into the main
collection to make them available for researchers.

Thanks to generous donations from some of our
members, we have recently been able to buy more
acrylic boxes for the live mounts. These boxesddre
great help because they keep bugs and dust away fro
the birds. THANK YOU! However, there are several
live mounts without plastic boxes to protect them,
we still need your help!

This is only a highlight of what is going on in the
collections of the WFVZ. As you can see, we have ou
plates full!

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR SUPPORT.

Best,
René Corado
Collections Manager



The WFVZ continued its work in Guatemala in Dec
2005 and Jan 2006. Linnea and René visited the
Universidad de san Carlos (USAC) and discussed the
good relation of our institutions with the Directnd
Curator. They also met with the curators of the
Universidad del Valle de Guatemala and advised them
on curation techniques for their bird collections.
Linnea and René met with the Director of CONAP
(Guatemalan equivalent of U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service) to see how both institutions can expaei th
work together.

René and his field assistants continued their work
inventorying species around the country of Guasemal
In December, they focused their work in Escuirttia,
the Pacific coast of Guatemala, where they
documented the occurrence of Willow Flycatchers
(Empidonax trailli). In the department of Santa Rosa,
they found rare Yellow-winged Cacique3acicus
melanicteruy as well as Yellow-headed Parrots
(Amazona oratrixand large flocks of Scissor-tailed
Flycatchers Tyrannus forficatus Rose-throated
Becards Pachyramphus aglaigeLesser-ground
Cuckoos Morococcyx erythropyggsBlack-headed
Trogons rogon melanocephaljsand Spot-bellied
Bobwhites Colinus leucopogaonalso were observed.

Linneareleasing a WETA ffoma mist-net.

In January, Linnea, René, and assistants banded and
counted birds in the department of El Progresmaalo

the Rio Motagua and in the higher elevation pire-oa
woodlands.

T his season they observed many Neotropical migrant
birds, including Pacific-slopeEmpidonax difficili$,
Great Crested\yiarchus crinitig, and Ash-throated
flycatchers M. cinerascens Western Kingbirds
(Tyrannus verticalis Black-throated Green
(Dendroica vireny Nashville §/ermivora ruficapilg,
Yellow (D. petechid, and Wilson’s warblers
(Wilsonia pusillg; Western Tanager®{ranga
ludoviciang; and Blue-headed Vireo¥ifeo

solitariug). For pictures of some of the birds banded
see the Guatemala page on our website:
www.wivz.org/html/gquatemala_pictures

The Corados preparing sEecimens. Eddie (René’slsbn
Miguel (René’s brother, center), and René.




