Update from the Executive Directo
Happy summer! | normally love this time of yeaut bhis
summer | feel somber. Signs of global warmingatire
around, and after seeing former Vice-President dieG
“An Inconvenient Truth”, | can no longer sit idle.

My job as Executive Director is to help ensure ltreg-tem
survival of the amazing national and internaticinehsures
we have here ahe Western Foundation. However, every
time | go outside and feel rising temperatures tamk
about the rapid melting of the world’s glaciers aisihg sei
levels, | wonder what the world — and my backyamt] the
WFVZ - is going to look like 25-50 yeafrom now. | dor
want a radically altered climate, but it is on th&y — unles:
we do something to make a difiere NOW.

The usual thing for people in columns like thigasdictate
what YOU should do to make a difierence to the plane
This time, however, I'm going to tell you whiaam going!
do, and hope it will inspire you to make changegauor life
toa. Also, by telling you, | know I'll have more th&®00
people who will hold me accounta, so | can’t get out ofit

Thus, my commitments to reduce my £&hd other

greenhouse emissions are to (1) ride my bike tdk\abteas
once per week (when it's not raining); (2) walktbe

grocery store at least once per week; (3) get @dhyiehicle
for my shor-distance driving needs; and (4) continue my
work in Guatemala to help influence positive chanigethe
environment there. That’s my list (for now). Wlisayour§

*%%

For this issue we have two wonderful sponsors eplee
with whom we have personally work-- who provide
important services for our community. | hope thai will
consider supporting these local enterprises, shmeedo
good work for people AND for the planet. Alsoydu use
their services, please tell them that \saw their ads in the
WFVZ Newsletter!

Our website address vewvw.wivz.org our phone number is
805/388-9944, and our fax is 805/388-8663. Ourexidis
439 Calle San Pablo, CA 9301Eeel free to contact us a
best wishes!

Linnea Hall, Ph.D.

Important Dates

First Monday of each month The Conejo Valley
Audubon Societyholds its meetings regularly on the first
Monday of the month, September through May, froB07:
pm to 9:00 pm. Meetings are held at the WF The first
meeting of the year will be on 11 Septem Note that oré
November, Linnea Hall and René Corado will give a
presentation on the WFVZ's bird projects in Guatien

Tuesday, 10 October—1:45 PM

A workshop for theAmerican Birding Association’s 2006
Regional Conferencewill be conducted by Linnea Hall and
René Corado. The presentation will cover the hystdthe
Foundation and the importance of its collectiongitd
research, conservation, education, and bird wagt Ater

the presentation, participants will be able to wélfough th
collections. Reservations are limited to conference
participants. Fomore information contact:

member@aba.o; phone (800) 850-2473 or (719) 578-9703.

Last Friday of each month:Tours ofthe WFVZ for the
general public are currently scheduled for the Fatday of
each month, at 3:00 pm. The staff of the WFVZ camsiu
touts of its large collection of bird eggs, nests, amlinted
specimens. Please call at least 1 day in advangetton the
waiting list. Our suggested dation for tours is $3 per
persol. This donation helps us buy materials to maintain
collections.

Ivory-billed
Woodpecker
(Campephilus
principalis)
live-mount in
the collections
of the WFVZ.
This specimen
was featured
recently in ¢
Sciencearticle.




Hi everybody, | am back with new news!

As always, we have been very busy here at the WRVZ

Our first Oology and Nidology class (held in March
2006) was a winner! We had a good participatiah an
lots of enthusiasm from the participants, who dedu

a variety of people, from birdwatchers to PhDsr&he
was good feedback on the course, with all students
expressing their satisfaction with the course and
encouraging us to continue offering similar classes
Our only enemy was time — one day was not enough.
For the next class, we are planning to have ttikash

2 days long. Below are some pictures of the event.

Linnea teaching the “lecture” part ofthe Oologydidiogy dass.

Oology class participants in the WFVZ's conferermem. Soon
we’ll have aregular classroomin which to teadhia¢ students!

René showing how to prepare eggs during the Oobbass.

In late June, Linnea and | traveled to Bucks County
Pennsylvania, to receive, pack, and ship a coieofi
eggs and nests that were part of the Charles Biatt
Collection. This collection, comprised primarily o
nests and eggs from the United States, also in¢lude
approximately 50 egg sets and 100 nests from Ehgan
Western Europe, Australia, New Zealand, Africa,
Iceland, Canada, Jamaica, and islands in the West
Indies. These foreign materials (90% of which had
date and locality information) were first donatethe
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission,
then to the Philadelphia Academy of Sciences, and
now, to the Western Foundation.

The display of Platt Collection materials at thenBoan’s Hill
Wildflower Preserve, in Buck’s County, Pennsylvania




Linnea and | carefully wrapped each and every egg
with cotton, and every nest with toilet paper (very
handy!), and had all of them shipped back to
California.

René wrapping a nest for shipping.

Other items of interest: in September we will begi
the construction on our new room, which will beduse
for teaching ornithology courses for students at
California State University, Channel Island, ashasl
to students at local community colleges and to
interested birdwatchers. We are very egg-citediabo
this — the room will also be used to teach specimen
preparation workshops, the oology/nidology classes,
and to host seminars and discussions of curredt bir
research projects going on in the southern Californ
area. It also will be used as a data entry roqerfect
for volunteers to use during the winter, becausait
actually be heated! Finally, the room will be ulef
hosting bird and conservation-related meetings and
other WFVZ events — let us know if you are integkst
in using the space for one of your upcoming meskting

On another subject, WFVZ tours are becoming so
popular that currently, groups need to make
arrangements at least two months in advance. We
already have a reservation for a tour in March 2007
From January to the present time, Linnea, Bridgkt a
| gave tours of our collections to 16 different gps
including: members, docents, students, and voémte
of Ventura County Museum of History & Art,
California Conservation Corp€old Creek Docents of
Malibu, CSUCI Ecology classes, LA County
Audubon, LA County Natural History Museum,
Oxnard College Marine Biology class, Pasadena

Audubon, Topanga Environmental School, Conejo
home schoolers, and our regular, monthly publistou
In addition to the tours, we've had in-house meggin
with groups like the Morro Bay Audubon Society and
the Conejo Valley/Ventura Community College
“Introduction to bird watching” class. Research
visitors to the collections have included Joe Favgh
eminent Australian ornithologist; Dr. Allan Mee,
California Condor researcher; Don Cunningham, bird
photographer and Alaskan/Siberian bird historiaua; a
John Schmitt, scientific illustrator. All in alihe
collections have been widely used and widely viewed
so far this yearOther projects in the collections
include continued data entry on the skin, egg, st
library collections; continual movement and
organization of all the collections, and the lodn o
specimens for educational displays. For exampie, t
WFVZ regularly displays bird materials at the
Camarrillo Library in May and September. Be sure to
see the display, and let them know that you are a
supporter of the WFVZ!

Best wishes,

René Corado,

Collections Manager
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We had to wait about a year, checking the plastgev
day to see if they looked taller, and then suddenly
BOOOM! The plants were tall and full of flowers,
insects, birds, lizards, and rabbits. T his garden
attracted many species of birds this past year, but
we're hoping that more species — especially
Neotropical migrants — will find the resources dgri
their journeys. Below s the list of plants in garden
and birds that have visited so far...

BIRDS

(winter 2005/2006; spring 2006)
Common Name Scientific Name

Anna’s Hummingbird
Allen’s Hummingbird Selasphorus sasin
Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans
Northern Rough-Winged Stelgidopteryx
Swallow serripennis
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica
Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon
pyrrhonota
Mimus polyglottos
Turdus migratorius
Psaltriparus mninus
Piranga ludoviciana
Dendroica petechia
Vermivora ruficapilla
Carduelis psaltria
Carpodacus mexicanus
Passer domesticus
Aphelocoma california
Corvus brachyrhynchos
Sayornis saya
Tyrannus vociferans
Tyrannus verticalis
House Wren Troglodytes aedon
Ruby -crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula
White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys
Common Y ellowthroat Geothlypis trichas

Calypte anna

Northern Mockingbird
American Robin
Bushtit

Western Tanager

Y ellow Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Lesser Goldfinch
House Finch
House Sparrow
Western Scrub Jay
American Crow
Say'’s Phoebe
Cassin’s Kingbird
Western Kingbird

PLANTS

Common Name Scientific Name

Coast Live Oak
Elderberry

Calif ornia Bay Laurel
Calif ornia Grape

Red Columbine
Centennial Ceanothus
Fuchsia Epilobium californicum
Narrow-leaf California Fuchsia Neria cana

Santa Susana Tarweed Hemizonia minthronii
Chaparral Mallow Malacothamnus fasiculatus

Quercus agrifolia
Sambucus mexicana
Unbellularia californica
Vitis californica
Aguilegia fornosa

Ceanothus var. ‘Centennial’ California

Deer Grass Muhlenbergia rigens
Calif ornia Native Strawberry Fragaria var. ‘Chaval’
San Diego Sunrise Monkey FlowerDiplacus clevelandii
Sticky Monkey Flower Diplacus aurantiacus
Scarlet Monkey Flower Mimulus cardinalis
Hooker’'s Evening Primrose Oenothera hookeri
Calif ornia Sy camore Platanus racemosa

Purple Sage Salvia leucophylla
Black Sage Salvia nellifera
White Sage Salvia apiana
Hummingbird Sage Salvia spathacea
Chia Salvia columbariae

Encelia californica
Collinsia heterophilia
Eriophyllum confertiflorum
Gilia capitata

Clarkia unguiculata
Eschscholzia californica
Artemisia californica
Claytonia perfoliata
Asclepias fascicularis
Thalictrum fendleri

Coastal Bush Sunflower
Chinese Houses
Golden Yarrow

Globe Gilia

Mountain Garland

Calif ornia Poppy
California Sagebrush
Miners Lettuce
Narrow-leav ed Milkweed
Meadow Rue

WFVZ native garden (visitww.wfvz.orgfor more photos). Note non-
native staghorn ferns in the background; theserigeld to Ed Harrison,

Red Flowering Currant
Snowberry
Our Lord’'s Candle

Ribes sanquineus
Synphoricarpos nollis

Y ucca whipplei reasons!

founder of the WFVZ, and so are kept in the nagaeden for sentimental
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The WFVZ continued the Guatemala project in
May/June 2006. This season’s work included
continued inventorying of species around the cguntr
in May, especially to document breeding of birds.
René and his assistants conducted fieldwork in
Escuintla and Santa Rosa on the Pacific coast of

Guatemala; Zacapa in the central Guatemalan Motagua

River Valley; the town of San Geronimo in the more
northern department of Baja Verapaz; and the tbwn o
San Antonio Las Flores near Guatemala City.

Eggs ofRudy-ground Dov€&plumbina talpacojiin bananatree.

In June, René, Linnea, and biologists from Deferssor
de la Naturaleza monitored breeding species by
banding and point counts at long-term monitoriegsi
along the Rio Motagua. In addition, a new site was
added in the upper elevation pine-oak forest. An
amazing number of bird species was observed here in
June, and in “winter” (Nov-Feb), Golden-cheeked
Warblers Dendroica chrysoparipare also present.
Species observed in June included Greater Pewee
(Contopus pertinax Rose-throated Becard
(Pachyramphus aglaige Rufous-browed P eppershrike
(Cyclarhis guyanensisRufous-collared Thrush
(Turdus rufitorque)y Yellow-backed Oriolel¢terus
chrysate}, Spot-crowned Woodcreeper
(Lepidocolaptes affin)s Slate-throated Redstart
(Myioborus miniatuy Gray-breasted Wood-wren
(Henicorhina leucophrys Barred Antshrike
(Thamnophilus doliatysand Blue and White
Mockingbird (Melanotis hypoleucys Beautiful!

The WFVZ also continued its work training
Guatemalan students and professional biologistatabo
study skin preparation and museum curation
techniques. René taught a class at the Universielad
San Carlos (USAC) in May, and Linnea and René
taught at the Universidad Del Valle de Guatemala in
June. They also visited the Defensores de la
Naturaleza offices in San Agustin Acasaguastlan and
Rio Hondo, to discuss the WFVZ's monitoring
partnership in the Motagua River Valley and the
possibility of teaching a bird identification, eogly,

and specimen preparation workshop at the Uniersida
Rural in Rio Hondo in January 2007.

These silver and gold Quetzal earrings are
for sale at the WFVZ. Made by hand in
Guatemala, the cost is $25.00 per pair (+
CA sales tax). The proceeds will go
directly to our Guatemala project. You can
pay viaPayPalon our website
(www.wifvz.org or send a check to our
mailing address (439 Calle San Pablo,

Camarillo, CA 93012).

If you want to place an ad in our newsletter,
please contact us for prices. Your ad wilhelp
us with the costs of printing.




EL PROYECTO EN GUATEMALA/ As a result, the potential for cholera and dysenter

CONTINUED outbreaks is very high at certain times of the year
Terrestrial and aquatic wildlife also use theseirsyof
course, and are likely being affected just as sHyes
are the people. The WFVZ hopes to bring these
serious water quality issues to the attention afpe
with the power to change the situation — stay tined

Turquoise-browed MotmotE(dmomota supercilioga
caught and banded in El Chical, Guatemala.

Overall, the Guatemalan project is moving forward
well. Plans for the future include: training and
incorporating more field assistants to help witle th

point counting and banding work; continuing to teaC  rash floating down the Rio de las Vacas and caaght

courses at the Universities; and continuing tctalsa hydroelectric damnear Guatemala City. Note thiathe material
Guatemalan natural history museums with the man is trying to get with his rake is trasheshly dirtyplastic
improvements in their collections. soda bottles.

In December 2006 and January 2007, René andLinnea
will begin trying to work with Guatemalan officiale
address the problem of water pollution in the cogunt
Currently, mountains of trash, agricultural runeiig
industrial and cleaning waste materials flow doWwe t
rivers that people use for washing clothes, drigkin

and cooking.
View romother side ofdamin above picture. “fjlimaterial at
base ofdamis all trash, which normally washes dohe river
Steve made my chronic back pain disappear when it tops the danfor scale: width of base of dam is
in 3 treatments — | highly recommend him! approximately 300 m (0.2 mi).
Linnea Hall




