Update from the Executive Director

Here we are, at the end of another year! | hdpdden a
good one for you — full of growth and fulfillment.

We had a great 2006 at the WFVZ. As you'll sethia
newsletter, we continued to have a strong membgrahi
the number of data requests we received in 2006upas
more than 30% from what we receivedi®05! The numbe
of computerized egg and nest records also contitaigdow
— for instance, we now have 55,500 records entered,
including newly-catalogued materials that were @egl
throughout the year from Philadelphia (see Sumrie62
newsletter), the Los Angeles Zoo, and the Maui Bird
Conservation Center in Hawaii.

We also are feeling more fulfilled: the constrantion our
“Multipurpose Room” officially started on Decembbt™,
and it's amazing to see the transformation (see [Fag
When finished, this room will serve as a classrosaminar
room, meeting space for conservation groups, andoam —
all of which were badly needed here at the WFVZ.
Construction should be complete in February 200hepe
you can come to our celebration inril!

*%%

As always, our website addressvgw.wfvz.org our phone
number is 805/388-9944, and our fax is 805/8883. For
list of all the services we provide to researcheiscluding
egg measurements, joal article photocopies, and copies
the records of the California Bird Records Comreitteleas
seewww.wfvz.org/html/info_share_prog.htmilf you would
like to arrange a tour of the WFVZ for 10 peoplerare,
please call us at least 2 months in advance to make
arrangements.

Best wishes,
Linnea Hall, Ph.D.

Important Dates

First Monday of each month The Conejo Valley
Audubon Societyholds its meetings regularly on the first
Monday of the month, September through May, froB07:
pm to 9:00 pm. Meetings are held at the WFVZ. The
February meeting will be held on th&; 5he March meeting
also will be held on the's

Last Friday of each month: Public Tours: Tours of the
WFVZ for the general public are currently schedutatthe
last Friday of every month, at 3:00 pm. The stathe
WFVZ conducts tours of its large collection of bedgs,
nests, and mounted specimens. Please call atllekstin
advance to get on the waiting list. Our suggestathtion fol
tours is $3 per person. This donation helps usrhaterials
to preserve our collections.

Multipurpose Room-Warming Party! On Friday, April

13, 2007the WFVZ will host a party to showcase its new
room. See page 7 for more detalils.

King Penguin (live mount from the collections of WE)




Here we go again, with more exciting news!

Since the last newsletter (Summer 2006), many good
things have happened here at the WFVZ. For example
on 10 October we hosted a workshop for the American
Birding Association’s 2006 Regional Conference.
Linnea gave a presentation to about 50 attende#seon
history of the WFVZ and the importance of our
collections to researchers, educators, and birdweasc
Despite the fact that the ABA members had taken a
fieldtrip to the Channel Islands in the morning and
were very tired, a good time seemed to be hadlby al
Carol Langford, of the Conejo Valley Audubon
Society, and | also gave short presentations on the
importance of the WFVZ and its relationships whike t
birding community. Attendees seemed pleased with
the presentations and collections, and some of them
signed up as members of the WFVZ.

OUR 50" ANNIVERSARY

On November 14the WFVZ was recognized for its
50-year Anniversary by the Ventura County Board of
Supervisors. Supervisors Kathy Long and John Flynn
said really nice things about the WFVZ being the
“hidden jewel of the County”, and they announced ou
upcoming Annual Open House. It was a great day.

Linnea and | also gave a joint presentation abaut o
Guatemala project to The Conejo Valley Audubon
Society on 6 November. This was attended by
about 60 people, and it was great fun to finallidre

public talk on the project Left to right: Rene, Linnea, Bridget, Bill Langford

(Board member), and Sup. Kathy Long.

DID YOU KNOW THAT THE MISSION of the WFVZ is to ohin, protect, and manage its ornithological coitett
in a manner that ensures their continued survindlaccessibility to the international research comity, educators,
and studentsPLEASE HELP US CONTINUE THIS MISSION, BY BECOMING MEMBER OR MAKING A DONATION!




In April 2006, National Geographicommissioned
renowned natural history photograpfasamond
Purcell to visit the WFVZ and to take photos for an
article on evolution in the November issue! We are
very happy that this important magazine wanteds® u
our specimens for the enjoyment of their readers.

WFVZ photos in National Geographic

But the good news does not end there... Linnea,and |
along with Rosamond Purcell and her husband Dennis,
are working on a book of the WFVZ'’s eggs and nests
to be published by Harvard University Press.
Rosamond and Dennis are the photographers for this
wonderful project, and already they have completed
two, week-long photo-shoots of the WFVZ’'s materials
in 2006. Stay tuned and be one of the first to thisy
informative book (most likely to be available in0B)
with lots of beautiful pictures taken in Rosamond’s
wonderful style.

Nests and eggs used for the Harvard Universitysiresk

Rosamond Purcell at work in the WFVZ's foyer.

Dennis Purcell at work in the WFVZ's conferencenpo

Well, that's it for now for me.
Best wishes,
René Corado




OUR FOURTH ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE AND

50'" ANNIVERSARY PARTY!

On 18 November, the WFVZ hosted if§ annual

Open House and its first B&nniversary party for the
general public. It was the first time the Foundathad
opened its doors to everyone in the community —
announcements went out in all the major local
newspapers, on the radio (thanks to Lance Orozco at
KCLUY!), and some key internet sites.

About 150 people — most of whom were new to the
WFVZ — attended the event. René and Bridget gave
three demonstrations of specimen preparation, hnd a
of the staff and volunteers answered lots of qaasti
about the mission, purpose, and history of the WFVZ

Pictures below:

To all of our members who attended, a big THANK
YOU. It was a fun day for us, since we felt like w
were able to teach new members of the public
(including County Supervisor Linda Parks) about the
scientific and educational value of our specimens.

Also, aVERY BIG THANKS to all of the volunteers
who helped host the eventvE COULDN'T HAVE
DONE IT WITHOUT YOU!ll  (See page 6 for
details.)



CURRENT MEMBERS OF THE WFVZ
A Big Thank you to all of our Members! Your suppott really helps us with our programs and events!
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WFVZ VOLUNTEERS

The following people donated their time and
services to the WFVZ in 2006. To all of you,
thank you since your efforts made it possible for
us toreorganize our materials(which must be
done constantly in a museum to ensure adequate
space for bird specimens and library resources),
enter specimen and library datainto the

computer databases, aoepare for special
events(such as the Open House and our EarthDay
outreach). Also, in general, you heldexep the
staff on their toed

An extra-special thanks goesReggy Ellis who

has reorganized our serials collection, making sure
that everything is actually in alphabetical order

and that our list of journals is up to date!

Peggy

THANKS TO YOU ALL!
Bill and Dixie Anderson
Chris Bumbar
Eddie Corado
Kyle Cyran
Peggy Ellis
Alyssa Ervin
Jean and Bill Hulberg
Chrystal Klabunde (also a Board Member)
Angie Kobabe
Mary MacDonald

Bill Langford (also a Board Member)
Linda Reynolds

Peg Stevens

Don and Cheryl Williamson

Steven Zoelle

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer of
the WFVZ, please contact Linnea at
linnea@wifvz.orgor call 805/388-9944.

PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE...
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ROOM CONSTRUCTION AND
ROOM-WARMING PARTY

On 14 December 2006, the construction of our
Multi-purpose Room started! This 800 square
foot room -- designed to serve flexibly as a
classroom, seminar room, lab room, and meeting
space, and to providesat for researchers and
other visitors in the winter — is going to be aajre
addition to the WFVZ.

A lot of work had to happen to get the space into
shape for construction to start (see before arat aft
pictures below). For those of you who saw our
old storage space, you know that everything from
large mammal heads, to old issues of WFVZ
publications, to collection and field equipment,
had to be relocated. So, a GREAT BIG THANKS
to the following people who volunteered to move
things, disassemble shelving units, and generally
clean-up: Bill Anderson, Chrystal Klabunde, Bill
Langford, and Dr. Allan Mee!!

To celebrate the completion of the room, we will
have a Room-Warming Party” on 13 April,

from 6 to 8 p.m There will be food, a special
“room christening”, and of course, an opportunity
to view the collections. Invitations to the event
will go out to members and supporters in March —
please put it on your calendar!!

Almost done



Michael has been a supporter of the WFVZ for
several years and we hope you'll patronize hig
business!

WFVZ GIFT SHOP

#%!7
* & 3
5 * EFG HH
" I * .
1
J 5
4 E>B ??
44 44
1 -
* *
4 4 4
K



